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THORNLIE RESIDENTS - ACHIEVEMENTS 
Statement by Member for Southern River 

MR P.W. ANDREWS (Southern River) [12.52 pm]:  In light of the upcoming AFL grand final and expected 
win by the Eagles this Saturday, I thought it was fitting to inform the house today of some highly deserved 
sporting achievements in my electorate.  Recently, 30 students from Thornlie Senior High School were selected 
to play on the Gold Coast as part of the 2006 Canterbury Gold Coast Rugby and Netball Carnival.  This was the 
first time Thornlie Senior High School had entered, and it won two awards.  The school�s rugby team was 
honoured with the Spirit of Rugby Award, which was awarded to the members of the team for respecting their 
opponents.  The school also received the Sportsmanship Award, which acknowledges good sportsmanship for 
the game and respecting referees� decisions.  What is of particular interest for this carnival is its focus on fair 
play and friendship as well as winning. 

Two Thornlie sisters, Jade, who is 13 years of age, and 10-year-old Paige Stepanoski, were recently successful at 
the State Open Swimming Championships and now both have the goal of representing Australia at the Olympic 
Games in the near future.  Jade cut three seconds off her personal best time to obtain silver in the 50-metre 
backstroke event.  Jade also has an intellectual disability and has the very real possibility of participating in the 
Paralympics in the 2012 London games. 
Thornlie resident and mum Mrs Cathy Kunzel recently entered the inaugural Dare to Dive fundraiser, which will 
involve her skydiving next moth to raise funds for Charity Link.  She is afraid of heights and is terrified of 
jumping; however, she is motivated by her desire to raise money to provide disadvantaged people with sleeping 
bags, blankets and hampers.  Mrs Kunzel will be jumping from 8 000 feet.  Her nerve is remarkable and it is all 
for a good cause. 
 


